
I.Bipartisanship Tour 

Takes Bush to N.C. 

Praisefor Gov. Hunt, Barbsfor Core .
By DANA MILBANK 
Washington Post StajJWriter 

GREENSBORO, N.C., April 
27--George W. Bush took his 
show ofcomity and bipartisanship 
on the road today, bringing good 
cheer (and only the occasional 
barb for Vice President Gore) to 
the teachers and political donors 
of North Carolina. 

- Fresh from his record·setting 
haul at a Republican fundraiser 
Wednesday night in Washington, 
Bush was greeted as he boarded 
his plane by reporters calling him 
the "$20 million man.· , 

Arriving in Greensboro, Bush 
invited supporter Sandy Kress, a 
lawyer and a former Democratic 
county chairman, to join him in 
front of the camera. Bush, speak
ing to nearly 1.000 people at a 
North Carolina Department of 
Public Instruction conference. al· 
so went out of his way to pr.use 
North Carolina Gov. Jim Hunt, a 
Democrat and a possible Gore 
running mate. "He's an education 
governor," Bush said of Hunt, add- . 
ing, "We need to check partisan· 
ship at the door when it comes to 
the education of our children." 

He told the educators that he 
and Hunt and their states were 
·part ofa new movement in educa·. 
tion.· A Bush press release noted 
that "Texas and North Carolina 
have been praised by Clinton Edu· 
cation Secretary Richard Riley.• 

Bush aides also noted that Bush 
was being introduced by Phil 
Kirk, a Republican appointed by 
Hunt to chllirthe state's buard oi 
education, though Kirk's intro
duction was perfunctory and faint, 

, leading Bush to quip, "I. always 
like a short introduction." Bush's 
remarks received a polite but not 
enthusiastic greeting from the, 
teachers. 

Even in this week of Bush's bi
partisanship tour, Bush showed 
that comity has its limits. He 
asked guests at a luncheon fund
raiser whether they wanted "a 
man who trusts the people or a 
man who trusts government; and 

a "man who grew up in West Tex· 
as or a man who grew up in Wash·' 
ington." Later, at a news confer:', 
ence, he cited a decade-old remark
by Gore that he would "rip the'
lungs out" of his opponent. Bush' 
vowed that "I'll respond" to what, 
he perceives as Gore's attacks." 
Asked what he would do if Goni. 
accused him of hypocrisy, Bush' 
said he would "laugh." ' 

When a reporter noted that the: 
Republicans attending Wednes-, 
day night's fundraiser in Washing.. 
ton gave him energetic applause' 
for his partisan attacks but a luke-' 
warm response to his peace over.' 
tures. Bush shrugged it off. o( 
made the right statements, ap
plause or no applause," he said. . 

In the session with reporters,' 
Bush confirmed that he had met· 
with Teamsters' President James' 
Hoffa on Wednesday in Washing·' 
ton and asked for his endorse-: 
ment. Hoffa, Bush said, told him 
he "hadn't made up his mind yet:. 
which Bush took "to be the begin
ning of agood sign.· 

At the fundraiser, Bush raised 
$250,000 for his campaign from 

.diners who listened to the usual: 
Bush stump speech over chicken. 
plates. Bush used both events to· 
decry the "soft bigotry of low ex· ' 

, pectations· and demanded strong' 
accountability standards in ' 
schools. ' 

Meanwhile. aides to John: 
McCain said the Arizona senator. 
is upset about comments attribut~ . 

,ed to Bush advisers and descn'bed • 
the plannetl, May 9 meeting be- 
tween the two rivals'as "tenuous." . 
McCain spokesman Todd Harris: 
said McCain wants to talk is
sues-ounpaign finance and S<> ' 
cia! Security reform, the size of 
tax cuts-not the vice presidency, ' 
which Bush said a week ago he ' 
planned to raise. 

Aides to both men will meet Fri- ' 
day to discuss what will be on the 
agenda. 

Staff Writer Terry M Neal in .' 
Washington canlributed to this ' 

,report.'

Crime Victims Measure 

Stalls on Senate Floor
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Comtitutional Amendment Needs '67 Votes 
By HELEN DEWAR 
W'as/,(ngton Post SlajJ Writer 

• Senate sponsors of a proposed 
, constitutional amendment to pro
tect .the rights of crime victims 
shelVed the proposal yesterday 
after'conceding it lacked the two
thirds majority needed for ap
proval. 
: The decision was announced 

by Sens. Jon Kyi (R-Ariz.) and 
Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.), who 
vowed to continue their fight for 
the amendment in the future, al
though it is clearly dead for the 
rest of this Congress. 
:: Sen. Patrick J. Leahy (Vt.) , 
ranking Democrat on the Senate 
Judiciary Committee and a lead
i~g opponent of the- proposal, 
said efforts will continue to enact 
the protections by statute rather 
lhan constitutional amendment. 
~-, The proposed amendment 
would have assured that crime 
victims and their families of 
rights to receive notice of court 
and parole proceedings, to be 
~ear~ or submit statements at the 
proceedings. to be notified in 
c.be~f a criminal's release or es

, eap~and to receive restitution 
frorirthe convicted offender. It al
so'Wbuld have made victims' safe
ty 11 (actor to be considered in de
teririining conditional release 
from, custody and victims' in
tenists a factor in ensuring 
speedy trials. 

Proponents argued it is needed 
because statutory protections are 
insufficient to protect victims. 
But' opponents, arguing an 
amendment is unnecesSary, said 
their statutory alternative would ' 
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Democrats, including Minority 
Leader Thomas A'. Daschle (0
S.D.) and Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan (D-N.Y;), who con
tended that it was s~ complicated 
and detailed that i~ was "longer 
than the Bill of Rights." 

A two-thirds majority of both 
houses is required I to submit a 
proposed amendrrtent to the 
states for ratificati()n. The vic
tims' rights amendment was 
short of the mark Tuesday when 
debate opened and \ appeared to 
lose ground as time went on. 

The Clinton administration 
had supported the 1 amendment _ 
but withdiew its backing from 
the Kyl-Feinstein pr,oposal after 
negotiators failed to resolve a dis
pute involving several critical 
points. I 

:., It was the second proposed ; 
amendment to the Constitution 
to fail in the Senate! so far this 
year, even though both embodied 

_popular causes and this is an elec
tion year. Earlier. the Senate re
jected a proposal to ~mlit legis' ' 
,Iation banning desecration of the. 
American flag. The House had 
passed the flag amendment but 
has not acted on the victims ; 
rights proposal. I l 

Senators said rehictance to ; 
tamper with the Constitution, es- 
pecially the Bill of Rights, was a 
major factor in rejection of both 
the flag and victims' rights 
amendments. ,Sen. Robert C. 
Byrd (D-W.Va.) decried what he 
called a "cavalier spirit which 
seems to say that, if \it sounds 
good politically ... if it will get 
votes, let's introduce an amend
m~nt to the Constitution.· 

accomplish the same goals with- • 

out tampering with the nation's \ 

basic charter. 


;Although the amendment had 
bipartisan support. the fight 
against it was led by leading 
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