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Dear Senators Kyl and Feinstein:

We are writing to express our strong and unequivoeal support for your efforts to pass §. J. Res. 3,
the proposed Crime Victims' Rights Amendment, and send it an to the States for ratification.

As Attorneys General from diverse regions and populations in our nation, we continue 1o scc 2
common denominator in the treatment of crime victims throughout the country. Despite the best
intentions of our laws, too often ¢rime victims are still denied basic rights to fair treatment and due
process that should be the birthright of every citizen who secks justice through our courts. We are
convinced that statutory protections are not enough; only a federal constitutional amendment will
he sufficient to change the culture of our legal system.

The rights you propose in S. J. Res. 3 are mederate, fair, and yet profound. They will extend to erime
victims a meaningful opportunity to participate ineach critical stage of their cases. At the same time,
they will not infringe on the fundamental rights of those accused or convicted of offenses, Neither
will these rights interfere with the proper functioning of law enforcement. Atrarney General Reno

spoke for many of us in law enfarcement when she noted,

[TIhe President and I have concluded that a victims’ righis amendment would benefit
not enly ctime victims but also law enforcement. Ta operate effectively, the criminal
justice system Ttelies on victims to report crimes committed against them, to
coapérate with the law cnforcement authorities investigating those crimes, and to
provide evidence at trial. Victims will be that much more willing to participate in this
process if they perceive that we are striving to treat them with respect and to
recognize their central place in any prosecution.
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Some have argued that federal constitutional rights for victims will infringe on importtant principles
of federalism. We disagree. Each of our state criminal justice systerns accommodates federal rights
for defendants. To provide a similar floor of rights for victims is a matter of basic faimess.

Please sharc this letter with your colleagues so thst they may know of our strong support for 8. J.

Res, 3.
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Bill Pryor
Attorney General of Alabama
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Bill Lockyer
Attorney General of California

At Yeps

Richard Blumenthal
Attomey General of Connecticut

Robert A. Butterworth
Attomey General of Florida

Sincerely,

Jarigt Napolitar
Attorney General of Arizona

z-\;?rm Sudlcy

Attorney General of Colorado

P fhady

. M. Jane.Brady |
Attorney General of Delaware

Vouded £ Wodten

Thurbert E. Baker
Attorney General of Georgia
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JmR;
Atiorfiey General of lllinois
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Carla J. Stovall
Anarney General of Kansas

Anflrew Ketterer :‘%

Attorney General of Maine

]zn_ndcr Granholm

Attomey General of Michigan
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Mike Moore
Attorney General of Mississppi

Mad L

Alan Lance -
Attomey General of Idaho

b Qe — s
Karen Freeman-Wilson
Attomey General of Indiana

4.8, Chadl ™

Albert Benjamin Chandler LI
Aromey General of Kentucky

Attomney General of Maryland
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Mike Hatch
Attorney General of Minnesota

Jaxeph'P. Mazure
Attorney General of Montana
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' Dan Stenberg ?
Attorney General of Nebraska

Patric i -
Attorney General of New Mexico

battig Dt

Betty D. Montgo
Attorney Genersl of Ohio

[radinty e

Hardy Myers
Attorney General of Oregon

Angel |) Rotge| Sabat
Attorney Generful of Pucrio Rico

John C!myn :

Attorney General of Texas

Joigarmer ‘ i

Attorney General of New Jersey

of North Carolina

W.A. Drew Edmondson
Attomey General of Qklahoma

Mk Fiohes
Mike Fisher
Attorney General of Pennsylvania

Charlie Condon

Attorney General of South Carolina

Adign.
J ahamy

Attomey General of Utah
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Attomey Genaral of the Virgin Islands

o ‘é .

Clmistine O. Gregoir¢/
Attorney Gengral of Washington

Sy 5. L

Tames E. Doyle
Attorney General of Wisconsin
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Bruce Botclho
Attorney General of Alaska

cc. All United States Senators

Wlaf 1 Sy

Mark L Earley
Attorney General of the Virgin Islands

11 V. McGraw Jr.
Attorney General of West Virginia

(Bay atione.
Gay Woodhouse
Attomney General of Wyoming




